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Abstract
	 This	 article	 explores	 the	 challenges	of	 female	 coaches	 in	 the	heterosexual	
male-dominated	institution	of	sport.	The	central	contention	is	that	homophobia,	
an	irrational	fear	of	and	negative	attitude	towards	homosexuals,	and	particularly	





















Tracy Keats is at the University of Calgary. Emial address: tkeats@ucalgary.ca

























































































































































































































































stereotypes	 (Griffin,	1992).	While	 there	 are	many	other	 factors	 influencing	 the	
disproportionately	large	number	of	men	coaching	women,	homophobia	is	perhaps	
among	the	least	explored.	
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Cunningham,	 2007;	 Werthner	 &	 Callary,	 2010;	 Wilkerson,	 1996).	Among	 the	
various	approaches,	some	have	focused	on	gender-role	meanings,	stereotypes	and	
social	 construction	 as	 influencing	 female	 capacity	 for	 coaching	 (Cunningham,	












































	 In	Sexual Stories as Resistance Narratives in Women’s Sports: Reconceptualizing 
Identity Performance,	Iannotta	and	Kane	(2002)	criticize	studies	by	Griffin	(1998),	




























psychological	 theory	of	social	 identity	and	suggests	 that	 these	coaches	were	at	
least	partly	responsible	for	maintaining	a	heterosexual	ideal	within	sport	(Krane	&	
Barber,	2005).	This	also	implies	that	amalgamation	of	the	“coach”	and	“lesbian”	
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